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“THE ORNATE PALACE HAS COLLAPSED”
As far as I can recall since my childhood, Greece and Cyprus have never been in the doldrums in which they are today.  With the only exception of the year 1974, when both countries were hanging in the balance.
In Greece, the situation may be even worse today than in 1974.  One million people are out of work.  Salaries have been curtailed 2-3 times and they have reached levels which make life impossible.  Many people lose their jobs every day.  Shops are closing.  Ports and airports close.  Public transport is not always in operation.  Television goes on strike.  Public buildings are forcefully occupied by the people.  Strikes.  Suicides.  Destabilized banks hold toxic government bonds, which are subject to haircut in a “Yul Brynner” style.  Businesses are heading for  bankruptcy.  Streets full of garbage.  Continuous downgrading by the credit rating firms.  Demonstrators.  Indignados.  Street fights.  The “glorious city” of Athens is left with no vision, no trust, no hope.  Parthenon is stripped of its glory and beauty.  And next to all the above there is a public debt burden of €350 billion, completely disproportionate with the size of the economy of the country.  Many people were feeding themselves with golden spoons for many years in Greece.  Now the average man in the street has to pay the price.  

Greece reminds me of the very last oracle of the Delphi Apollo Temple at the time of the decadence of the Greek ancient world:  

“Tell the King that the ornate palace has collapsed.  
Apollo has no shelter anymore; there is no laurel and oracles.  
No source of water that used to speak exists anymore”.  

Similarly, here in Cyprus, we are on a wrong course, which is not easily reversible and which may lead to disaster.  I set out below four main factors:
1. The explosion at Mari:  It killed 13 innocent people and wounded 60.  It crippled the economy, which was already in a very bad shape. The President of the Republic appointed a quasi-judicial, committee to investigate the issue.  The Committee (Polyviou) came back with the finding that the President was mainly to blame.  The President did not like the finding of the Committee, which he himself had appointed.  He rejected the finding.  A party (AKEL) committee was assigned to review the matter afresh and reach conclusions which would fit the President’s wishes.  As simple as that!  As if we are 30 years back in the era of the Soviet Union.
Which is the moral?  It is that any citizen may at any time in the future, if he dislikes judgments of judicial bodies, reject them as the President did.  As simple as that!  
And then what about law and order?  What about democracy?  What about principles?

The President committed a huge blunder in the handling of this issue.  He should have undoubtedly accepted, with respect, the finding of the committee, even if he disagreed. It was up to him to resign or not – as his conscience dictated.  The committee never asked him to resign.  The committee found that he was mainly responsible for what had happened, but it was not authorised to impose penalties. In cases like this, the penalty is self-imposed by a person’s conscience (Personally I would have resigned in the circumstances).
By ignoring quasi-judicial judgments we shall end up in a collapse of the country’s laws and institutions.  I am sorry, dear Demetris, this is the truth.  Anything else is sophistries and sheer nonsense.  You should have undertaken the responsibility, apologize and explain how things will be placed in order in the future.  For goodness sake!
2. The Cyprus problem:  You have managed to keep the dialogue alive, President, for a long while and this is to your credit.  Even if you did not extend a hand of friendship – at the appropriate moment – to those who helped you.  And what is more, even if you have bitten the hand which has caressed you.  I know that as things are at present, the Cyprus problem has no easy way out.  Gone are the golden opportunities which existed 30 years ago, when the stand I had adopted (and on some occasions the stand of your party and of some other parties as well) were lost in the spirit of absolute incoherence and stupidity which characterises most of Cyprus’ political circles.  Now you have to achieve the utmost impossible.  How?  Especially after Mari.  Do you possess the necessary credibility to do it?

3. The economy:  The Minister of Finance has admitted that we are just “a breath away” from the “support mechanism”.  This has been our achievement thus far.  But what is even more disturbing is that on cardinal issues there is an abysmal gap between the positions and the estimates of the Government and AKEL of the one part and those of the 5 parties which control 2/3 of the votes in the House of the other part.  Will you manage to strike a deal, President?  You know very well, that if you fail and if the economy is not placed on solid grounds, neither the Moscow loan (remember, it is a loan, not a grant) nor any other force will save us.    A troika, like the one in Greece will enter our establishment and will start running our lives.

4.  Oil and gas:  President Demetris, I shall state once more my position:  Some years ago, I had put forward a Plan, which was in principle adopted by Mr Talat, who expressed his willingness to try to clear it with Ankara.  The plan might have resolved the problem in a satisfactory and innocuous manner for all concerned.  Without damaging either our sovereignty or our self-respect.  As a matter of fact I heard you say something along the lines of the above Plan in New York, but, as far as I know, you left it there.

The offer to the Turkish Cypriots (not to Turkey) of a reasonable share in the hydrocarbon wealth, does not constitute a disincentive for a solution to the Cyprus problem, as many people wrongly assess.  On the contrary, it is an incentive.  It creates bridges of friendship, understanding and trust, which unfortunately do not exist today.  Bridges which are a prerequisite to a solution.  Bridges which are necessary in a country, whose two communities acted so wrongly during the first 14 years of its existence and really ravaged the country.    The position:  “Let us keep all the gas for ourselves,  and let the Turks boil in their own juice – at the end of the day they will have to succumb”  does not work.  Makarios tried the above tactics from 1963 to 1974.   He did not only fail, but we ended up with the Turkish invasion in 1974, after the Greek coup.

I do know the hydrocarbon issue very well, Demetris, because I started it back in 1999, as competent Minister.  Turkey is a very unpredictable and dangerous neighbour.  This is why Greece, which is dozens of times stronger than us is so cautious.  Turkey threatened to invade Cyprus in the past, but nobody paid heed.  Makarios, whilst addressing the Security Council on the eve of the Turkish invasion (19 July 1974) referred to a “Greek invasion against Cyprus” and ignored the threatened invasion of Turkey. But Turkey did invade the following day.  In 1983 Turkey threatened that she would declare the “Turkish state” in Cyprus.  I warned that the danger existed (I was Foreign Minister at the time and I resigned).  Nobody cared.  We rejected the initiative (“Indicators”) of Perez de Cuellar.  And the declaration took place.  Turkey threatened to attack us in 1997-1998 in regard to the S300 missiles.  I was the only one out of the political leadership to repeatedly warn that the missiles could not come.  Nobody listened.  Eventually we were forced to dump the S300 on the mountains of Crete (cost $270 million).

On the natural gas issue we may invoke the international law and our sovereignty – this is theoretically correct.  In practice however this will not stop Turkey from pumping our oil and gas in our Exclusive Economic Zone.  Furthermore it does not exclude the possibility of hostilities.  After all we should have learned from the History of the past 50 years.

President Ismet Inonu of Turkey had once said:  “There is no need for the Turks to work.  The Greeks are working for us”.  The huge problems of Cyprus today, the “collapse of the ornate palace” of Hellenism both work for Turkey.  Shall we let things slide to the abyss, President Christofias?
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